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Barlow's heroic verse; but he produces a
list of American prosaists, whom he places
back to back with their English fellows. He
has a proper sense of the importance of lan-
guage to a nation, and appears to be per-
plexed by the implied question: If Eng-
lishmen and Americans speak the same lan-
guage, how in the world are we to tell them,
apart and keep them apart? Then again,
since there has been a revolution resulting
in governmental independence, what stands
in the way of a complete independence, so
that the spick and span new nation may go
to the language tailors and be dressed in a
new suit of parts of speech ? " Let us seize
the present moment," he cries, " and es-
tablish a national language as well as a na-
tional government." Never was there such
a chance, he thinks, for clearing away the
rubbish which has accumulated for gener-
ations in our clumsy, inelegant language.
Hand him the Bible which people have
foolishly regarded as a great conservator of
the English tongue, and he will give you a
new edition "purified from the numerous
errors." Knock off the useless appendages
to words which serve only to muffle simple